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4 December 2019 

Dear Bruce 

Budget Scrutiny – The Scottish Government’s Medium-Term Strategy 
 
The Health and Sport Committee have considered your letter of 14 November on the 
above topic and asked me to respond in the following terms. 
 
The budget guidance issued by your Committee noted the availability of a range of 
data committees could utilise in scrutinising (the health portfolio) and this is the 
approach the Health and Sport Committee have been utilising throughout the 
session.  In particular we draw upon information provided during scrutiny of 
individual Health Boards alongside reports from both the Auditor General and 
Accounts Commission.   
 
The focus of our scrutiny this session has centred on the Integration Joint Boards 
who you will be aware have a spend in excess of £8 billion and we have been 
endeavouring, with limited success, to identify in particular the outcomes and 
benefits they deliver.  Their spending plans are limited in the extreme, barely 
extending into the current year and completely lacking any forward look let alone the 
five years referenced in your letter. Indeed, the Committee has encountered 
significant challenges even in accessing timely information on the agreed budgets of 
the Integration Joint Boards. 
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In terms of the Medium-Term Financial Strategy published by the Scottish 
Government which is the focus of your letter we found that the first MTFS (May 
2018) had some (limited) portfolio detail and we did build it into our pre-budget 
scrutiny for the 2019-20 budget.   
 
However, the second MTFS (May 2019) was much sparser in detail containing no 
specific reference to health spending, no medium-term focus or strategy.   It also 
lacked any detail on prioritisation of spend.  As a consequence we were not able to 
utilise the MTFS in our scrutiny.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

Lewis Macdonald 
Convener 
Health and Sport Committee  


